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their bodies "; and then he added, with characteristic cau-
tion, " you needn't pamper them."

This was the beginning of the great social scheme which
was announced to the world two years later by means of
the book In Darkest England and the Way Out, Twenty
years before, William Booth had published his pamphlet
How to Reach the Masses with the Gospel. He now be-
gan to see, after this twenty years of ceaseless labour, that
he must first take arms against the worst of social condi-
tions before he could carry the saving health of religion,
even with the great force he had raised up in the meantime,
to these ultimate masses.

His first impression of London, as the reader will re-
member, had been one of horror at the godless condition of
the multitudes. His compassion for these multitudes had
been moved by their spiritual neglect. All his anxiety and
all his extraordinary activity for the past twenty years had
been directed by this compassion, and it was purely evan-
gelical in its nature, " Let any man," said Cardinal Man-
ning, " stand on the high northern ridge which commands
London from West to East and ask himself how many in
this teeming, seething whirlpool of men have never been
baptized? have never been taught the Christian Faith?
never set foot in a "Church? How many are living ig-
norantly in sin, how many with full knowledge are breaking
the laws of God, what multitudes are blinded or besotted
or maddened with drink, what sins of every kind and dye
and beyond all count are committed day and night? It
would surely be within the truth to say that half the popu-
lation in London are practically without Christ and without
God in the world. If this foe -so, then at once we can see
how and why the Salvation Army exists/' This, for
twenty years, was the spirit of William Booth. He
mourned over " the spiritual desolation of London."

He asked himself how many were baptized? how many
were taught the Christian Faith? how many set foot in a
Church? But he began now to ask himself questions
of another kind. He asked himself how many were hmv
gry and thirsty? how many were naked? how many were
homeless and cold?